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Wheels, Retracting Handle, Foam Padded,
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LT-07 Tripod Stand w/ Detachable Legs or
CS-15 Table Clamp (either w/adjustable spring arm)
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Black Cupped Occluder w/ Single 1mm
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Eye -Paks

Custom made
options available, for
most Optometrist or

Ophthalmologists
needs. Manual or
auto-projectors,
auto-lensmeters,
trial lens sets, auto-
refractors, other
instruments,
phoroptor stands,
and portable
microscopes.
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Katrina’s aftermath

Houston optometry school focuses on filling a need

Treatment, glasses,
hearing aids provided

By Kate Holloway
USA TODAY

Evacuees from Hurricane Katrina may
have trouble seeing what the future holds
for ther, but volunteers are seeing to it that
they don'’t have trouble with their vision.

The University of Houston School of Op-
tometry has begun treating and providing
glasses for Mississippi and Louisiana evac-
uees who have sought refuge in Houston.

The Houston faculty, student volunteers |

and local and visiting ophthalmologists are
providing eye examinations, prescription
glasses and laser surgery free at the Astro-
dome, the downtown George R. Brown
Convention Center and the university eye
care center.

Prescription lenses are fabricated on site,
and patients are able to choose their
frames, says Lloyd Pate, a college of optom-
etry professor and the on-site director for
the service,

The school volunteers are equipped with
dollar donations from alumni. The Lions
Club is providing lab equipment. Wal-Mart
and Lens Crafters are donating lenses and
frames. The operation also is being assisted
by Wal-Mart personnel and social service

roviders, as well as donations and services
XErom several smaller companies and or-
ganizations.

The volunteer optometrists and ophthal-
mologists come from Houston and as far
away as Chicago. X

Services also will be available for more
advanced treatrments.

“We are working with all sorts of groups

By Thomas B. Shy

Looking ahead: University of Houston third-year optician student Benny Pena checks the sight of Hurricane Katrina evac
Daniel Loyd. The volunteer effort is being spearheaded by the university's School of Optometry.

to make sure that if anyone needs a surgical
procedure, they get it,” says Earl Smith,
dean of the college of optometry.

Some of the hurricane victims fled from
Louisiana and Mississippi to Texas without
slaucoma medication; others have v?ye in-
juries, and many, such as Alonzo Wright,
lost their glasses during the escape.

Wright had climbed to the roof of his
New Orleans home to flee the floodwaters
and downed power lines when he lost his
glasses.

“The winds were blowing so fierce that |
slipped and fell, and I lost my glasses,”
along with his cellphone, Wright said as he
waited to be examined for his new pre-
scription at the:Reliant Arena in the Astro-
domne complex.
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